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Communities of Practice, Internet, & the Language Classroom
“One of the many ways in which the Internet affects language is the creation of new genres, or at least the transformation of old genres into new garb and functions. Through its technical possibilities and the new communicational situations enabled by it, the Internet evolves genres that have the potential to redefine and change social structure and networks (Bergs 2006), including the power structure, rules of cooperation and norms for language use in the domains. The issue of genres in the Internet is only now coming into focus of linguistic research (Kwasnik & Crowston 2005, especially the contribution by Askehave & Nielsen).” Dieter Stein, 2006

Discussion Questions: What is a community of practice? How does it differ from speech community or discourse community? What communities of practice do you belong to?
· Schwandt, the study of discourse is “an examination of language-in-use or the study of actually occurring language (‘texts’) in specific communicative contexts” (2001, p.57). 
· Foucauldian perspective: “systems of thought that construct subjects and their world…practices (composed of ideas, ideologies, attitudes, courses of action, and terms of reference) that systematically constitute the subjects and objects of which they speak” (p. 58). 
· Landis (2002): “Discourse in Tyner’s view includes the full range of cultural knowledge needed to fully participate in a culture, including appropriate ways to speak and behave at different times and places. The particular linguistic structures are important, but so are the subtle delivery and style cues” (p. 56). 
· Amy Devitt in Writing Genres (2004) states: “Transferred to the concept of discourse community, the concept of speech community shows that common traits of written discourse are significant to the extent that they reveal underlying commonalities of identity” (p. 39). Devitt then goes on to quote Olsen: “…a few of the studies also suggests that there is sometimes an effect of the content and form of a document, on its context, including helping to define the sense of community and to project its set of values and attitudes” (p. 62). 
· Swales (1990) characterizes discourse communities as among other things, having a broadly agreed set of common public goals; mechanisms of intercommunication among its members; and having acquired some specific lexis. It is these three characteristics that seem to easily lend themselves to the definitions of both an online discourse community and community of practice. 
· Wenger writes: “Communities of practice are groups of people who share a concern or a passion for something they do and learn how to do it better as they interact regularly” (2006, para. 1).

Discussion Questions: 
· What ramifications do these concepts have for EFL students/instructors in Japan?
· How does your “community” influence your teaching? Think about this response on a personal level.
· Put the following list in order of the importance you place on the skill. 




Communities of Practice, Internet, & the Language Classroom

Discussion Question: What is literacy? How do we as instructors address literacy?
· Literacy is the ability to identify, understand, interpret, create, communicate and compute, using printed and written materials associated with varying contexts. Literacy involves a continuum of learning to enable an individual to achieve his or her goals, to develop his or her knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the wider society. (UNESCO, 2006, retrieved from Wikipedia.com)

· Literacy is a combination of variables – individual and cultural awareness of language and the interplay of this awareness with the means of expression…Many people use the word literacy to denote a state of mental enlightenment, an ideal realization of human intelligence, that either existed in the past…or toward which the world is evolving, albeit slowly. (Pattison, 1982, p. 7)

Discussion Questions: 
· What is the connection between literacy and communities of practice?
· What is globalization, and how does it affect the teaching of English, ideas of literacy, and communities of practice?
Crystal poses the following questions: “Will linguistic flexibility and creativity be lost as globalization imposes sameness (p. 2); What happens linguistically when the members of the human race use a technology enabling any of them to be in routine contact with anyone else (p. 5); What are the shared features of language which give the world community of users their sense of identity” (p. 6)? In answer to his own questions, Crystal concludes, and I concur, that rather than creativity being lost, it is actually being proliferated due to the establishment of new modes of communication, new communities of users with specific identities (communities of practice) whose users are giving birth to new linguistic varieties (2001).
Discussion Questions: 

· Do you currently use internet technology with your students? If so, how? If not, why not?
· List at least 5 forms of web-based technologies that can be used within the language classroom.
· What is your teaching philosophy? Why is knowing this important?
· What is a blog and what are its implications for use within the language classroom?
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